models of area studies or anti-apartheid nationalism. 2 The global turn across the international academy has, however, allowed these themes to emerge more fully, and there is now a growing transnational historiography fashioned out of the fulcrum of southern African studies.
The post-Cold War context, in which current forms of global history began to intersect with southern African studies, has shaped the concerns of this work. This context includes the 'double transition' to democracy and neoliberal globalisation; the rise of India, China and the idea of the 'global south'; and the withering of an anti-apartheid national narrative under the pressure of post-apartheid problems (human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immune deficiency syndrome [HIV/AIDS], consumerism, crime, corruption). These southern-Africanshaped transnational histories respond to an era in which post-apartheid, post-national, and post-Cold War imperatives meet the exigencies of 'the Asian century '. 3 This matrix has prompted a rich repertoire of transnational scholarship (much published in this journal). Pertinent themes include accounts of the anti-apartheid movement as a global phenomenon, analyses of South Africa as a sub-imperial power, and re-interpretations of labour and migration (the staple of a national historiography) on a larger transnational canvas. 4 A related theme has been a re-engagement with oceanic and maritime history. This development has entailed a return to older domains of European maritime empires via the route of social history/ history from below. Themes include slavery, forced migration and unfree labour; the state's attempts to regulate movement across its littoral borders; smuggling and shadow economies; and maritime labour. 5 Together, these lines of enquiry furnish new angles on questions of state and nation. A perspective from the sea opens South African history up to its multiple inheritances, shifting previously minoritised groups into the mainstream and enlarging a definition of the nation. The state itself starts to appear less solid and powerful as accounts of smuggling reveal its porousness, while its attempts to fortify its littoral borders against 'undesirables' demonstrate how maritime border-making shapes cultures of governmentality.
Indian Ocean Studies and Southern African Studies
The Indian Ocean has provided one template through which to explore these emergent themes. As the world's oldest long-distance transoceanic trading arena, the monsoon Indian Ocean world has been constituted by a lattice of dense linkages woven through trade and Islam. The age of European empires and the advent of steam travel precipitated massive global migration 2 'Hydrophasic' is a word from M. Cohen, The Novel and the Sea (Princeton, Princeton University Press, 2010) and movement, a fair share of it within the Indian Ocean arena. 6 These histories of 'latitudinal' migration speak to contemporary concerns of world history, resituating the genealogies of European empires in a longer archive of non-Western transnational intellectual formations while illuminating 'webs of empire', colony-to-colony movement and non-Western creolisations. Taken together, these cross-cutting concerns of non-Western histories and inter-colonial exchanges provide one site for understanding the pre-histories of the global south.
As a field, Indian Ocean studies first assumed a strong visibility in the early 1990s. Prior to this period, Indian Ocean studies had little coherence and was dispersed across a number of fields: the Swahili coast, studies of Indian Ocean islands, Portuguese imperial history, scholarship on Indian maritime history and Western Australian-driven analyses of its ocean 'hinterland'.
The fortunes of this field were, however, considerably boosted by the end of the Cold War, the advent of the 'Asian century' and the rise of the global south. Since the 1990s, there has been an explosion of activity -monographs, centres, journals, and conferences, with a Cambridge history on its way. 7 This work traverses early modern themes of trade, slavery and Islam; the carceral labour assemblages of the age of European empires; 'information ports', the rise of steam, print and telegraph and trans-oceanic public spheres; inter-imperial and sub-imperial themes; as well as studies of transnational institutions such as law, piracy, ecology, religion, science and technology, health and medicine.
South African scholarly interest in the Indian Ocean emerged or re-emerged (if one considers early work on the Portuguese maritime empire) as a post-apartheid phenomenon, and hence arose at much the same time as the field of Indian Ocean studies was consolidating itself elsewhere. 8 Southern African work has been important in the enterprise as a whole and has played a part in re-inserting Africa more prominently into the Indian Ocean world. In part, this corpus of southern African research draws on earlier 'minoritised' histories of South African Indian communities and Cape slavery. Through an Indian Ocean optic, these have been woven into a broader canvas which has resituated Cape Town as an Indian Ocean port city; located Durban and Cape Town as nodes of maritime border-and state-making; and re-centred South African Muslim traditions by drawing out their trajectories in the Indian Ocean world. 9 Another focus has been on the range of political imaginaries that emerge from southern Africa in the Indian Ocean world, where a patchwork of sovereignties overlaid with diasporic and religious movements forged forms of belonging that exceed the nation state. Especially pertinent has been a long tradition of scholarship on Gandhi in South Africa, which has illuminated these modes of identity. 10 More recently, there has been work tracking the movement of South Africans into the Indian Ocean world -Albert Luthuli, for example, travelled to India via ecumenical Protestant networks. 11 This work helps to offset what Uma Dhupelia-Mesthrie has called the 'one-way problem', namely the tendency to focus only on South Asian movement into Africa rather than the reverse. 12 Yet another development has been in the literary domain, where scholars have put southern African literatures to sea as a way of revising existing (and implicitly land-based) interpretations. 13 More broadly, this turn towards the Indian Ocean has started to weave together an 'inland' mining-capital-migrant-labour historiography with that of Cape slavery, which is increasingly being recognised as a laboratory for apartheid. This theme has been taken up by feminist scholars and writers such as Gabeba Baderoon, Pumla Dineo Gqola and Yvette Christiansë, one of whose literary characters -a slave woman, Sila -prophesies that 'the contagion [of Cape slavery] will spread up, into land far from the sea'. 14 This collection situates itself at the intersection of Indian Ocean and southern African studies and extends it in new directions.
Southern African Studies, Bonded Labour and the Indian Ocean
Due in large part to Clare Anderson's pioneering work, the workings of the carceral archipelagos of the Indian Ocean world during the age of European empires are now well known. As she has demonstrated, forced labour, whether slave, penal, transported or indentured, was central to the building of colonial infrastructures and public works, and played a key role in dramatising spectacles of terror and punishment. 15 Scholars such as Nigel Worden and Kerry Ward, working on the 'Cape cauldron' of slavery and its role in early modern European empires, have intersected with this work. The first three essays in the volume explore these intersections, delineating the south-east African seaboard (including Cape Town) as a 'system' or region making up the 'inter-regional arena' of the Indian Ocean world and beyond. In this account, Africa's eastern seaboard constitutes a fault-line or seam that articulates and disarticulates a series of networks: African hinterland societies, ancient land and sea trade routes, Swahili coastal cultures, Muslim networks, South Asian merchants, Portuguese coastal and inland enclaves, slave networks (both pre-existing and European-initiated) -all drawn into a growing sub-continental system of war and extractive labour.
Nigel Worden places this seaboard slave trade in a larger Indian Ocean arena, showing a long-term shift from an intra-Asian to an intra-African trade between the late 17th and early 19th centuries. Patrick Harries tracks the Mozambique island/Cape Town axis that was pivotal in this trade, and its articulations with the Caribbean and Brazil. Clare Anderson situates the Cape in a wider set of carceral connections in the Indian Ocean and the Atlantic occasioned by imperial policies and practices of punishment and confinement.
Worden's article analyses demographic data from a four-year project based on the professional transcription of Cape household inventories generated on the death of the owner and running from 1695 to 1825. These inventories reflect privately (as opposed to Company-) owned slaves and list these by name and toponym, providing insight into the shifting demographics of privately owned slaves in Cape Town itself. The figures themselves highlight the prominence of slaves imported from south-east Africa vis-à-vis those from south-east Asia, and show a shift from Asian sources of Cape slaves (south Asia and south-east Asia) to African slaves first from Madagascar and then from Mozambique.
Harries examines the network of terror and capital that linked Mozambique island to the Cape, both through slave networks that passed through the port on their way to Atlantic destinations and through the slaves sold in the town itself. He brings to light the range of personal and business networks that linked settlers between Mozambique and Cape Town, and the creolised cultural forms brought by the slaves and 'liberated Africans' or 'prize negroes' (slaves 'freed' by British anti-slaving patrols and generally turned into indentured labourers).
Together these two pieces extend the growing debates on slavery (and its abolition) in the Indian Ocean world while revising the dominant view of Cape slavery as being dominated by south-east Asia.
16 As Worden indicates, the presence of African slaves in Cape Town made the town resemble Port Louis rather than the Dutch south-east Asian slave ports. This African presence raises questions for how the slave past is currently remembered or might be re-remembered to take account of this past. As Worden points out, there are some steps being taken to memorialise the largely forgotten south Asian dimensions of Cape slavery. The African presence, however, has as yet not been acknowledged beyond academic work. Like many Indian Ocean histories that involve forms of transnational memory that have been erased by nation, empire or world religion, this is another instance of a 'drowned' history that raises challenging questions for those involved in public history and memorialisation.
The presence of liberated Africans in Cape Town from the 1820s points to another important theme, namely the interaction between migrant labour on land and migrant labour at sea. As Harries points out, the 'liberated Africans' constituted the first and most visible group of African migrants in Cape Town, followed in the 1860s by those coming via land. This conjuncture raises the question of how maritime and land-based migration might be brought into the same analytical frame. This juxtaposition of slavery and migration aligns with debates on the articulation of systems of unfree labour in the Indian Ocean world. These in turn unsettle any trajectory of slavery to free labour as the norm. 17 Preben Kaarsholm's article (of which more below) underlines this point, highlighting the porous boundaries between indenture, enslavement, forced labour, 'liberated' slaves, and penal labour, and the colonial deployment of these categories to racialise different groups.
As Clare Anderson argues, convict labour was an interstitial moment in the transition from the private to public management of coerced labour more generally. It was part of a larger shift from enslavement to apprenticeship and ultimately the entry of ex-slaves into wage labour, accompanied by new kinds of coercion, notably Liberated African apprenticeship and the introduction of Asian indentured labour.
As her article indicates, these forms of coerced labour articulate globally with sites in the Cape being linked to convict hulks in Bermuda that were destined for the Cape (but were turned back by settler opposition) and indentured child labour from the Isle of Wight. Alessandro Stanziani recently suggests a similar theme, tracing sites of unfree labour across Europe and the Indian Ocean and suggesting that both sailors and indentured immigrants constituted a kind of 'disguised slavery'.
18
As Anderson's pioneering work has long shown, these carceral networks stretched across and beyond the Indian Ocean world, creating the basis of imperial infrastructure, sovereignty and power. 19 In this issue of JSAS, she extends her work to the Cape, demonstrating how Robben Island acted as an important comparative point in larger debates on policies of imperial punishment, anti-slavery, penal reform and the management of indigenous people as a labour resource. She further demonstrates how Robben Island and the Cape formed part of larger penal assemblages: as a site of transshipment of prisoners; as a destination for juvenile offenders, transportation orphans and pauper children; and as a suggested site of penal transportation (a move ultimately resisted by settlers). These networks placed the Cape in inter-colonial and inter-imperial networks that stretched to the Mascarene Islands, south-east Asia, Australia, and the Atlantic World.
As Anderson points out, islands and port cities have become important analytical nodes in oceanic and inter-imperial forms of history, where the idea of the 'empire of bases' (or base empires) has become prominent, a network of enclaves that underwrites the extractive logics of empire.
20 Colonial port cities have long been recognised as key instances of such enclaves, the bridgeheads, portals and gateways that funnel European power. As one critic notes: '[t]o study colonialism is to study port cities '. 21 This world of coerced mobility has long raised questions of cultural creolisation. In a paper presented at the conference but not included here, Heloise Finch-Boyer provides a ship-board perspective on the cosmopolitan corridor along the south-east African coast, which included American whalers, Gujarati merchants, Nguni adventurers, Bengali agents, lascars, escaped slaves from the Seychelles with facility in Arabic and French. The range of languages was equally diverse: Nguni dialects, Arabic, Swahili, Gujarati, Bengali, Dutch, English, Portuguese, French, Hindustani, Malagasy. 22 For some, with an orientation to extraversion, this world opened up opportunities for picaresque manoeuvre and mobility. This facility of tactical cosmopolitanism characterised much African movement and diaspora in the insular world of the western Indian Ocean, where, as Pier Larson has demonstrated, African languages had persisted in slave communities. 23 Yet, as the Africanist scholarship on Indian Ocean creolisation has demonstrated, no cosmopolitanism was ever straightforward. 24 Cosmopolitan interactions were generally conscripted and brought about through forced migration. This scholarship from an African perspective has helped to complicate some of the more sanguine versions of Indian Ocean cosmopolitanism.
What part did port cities play in these carceral assemblages? The following three articles explore this question, looking back to earlier themes, namely ancient Indian Ocean trade routes and entangled forms of unfree labour (slavery/abolition/indenture/forced labour) and forward to questions about the nature of the 20th-century South African state and its attempts to police the global colour line through its littoral borders.
Southern African Studies and Port Cities
In the 21st century, there has been a small but growing body of social history scholarship on port cities prompted by the oceanic and transnational turn throughout the academy. This literature, pioneered by Andrew Macdonald and Jonathan Hyslop, looks back to older historiographies on the nodes of the British imperial maritime world and to more recent work on Atlantic port cities and a long tradition of work on Asian port cities both pre-colonial and colonial. 25 This seaward turn has entailed a return to older 'imperial factor' historiographies of southern Africa but via the route of social history. 26 These older themes (confederation through customs and railways, the maritime colonies versus the inland republics, competition between Natal and Cape ports) have been revisited from below through the lens of migration, maritime bordermaking and colonial governance.
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This southern African material on port cities dovetails with a broader body of work on these themes. The Asian port city historiography outlines a shift from pre-colonial to colonial ports: either existing ports overlaid with European authority or de novo colonial creations. This shift entailed a relocation of political centres of power previously located inland (Delhi, Kandy, Mandalay, Angkor, Beijing) but by 1900 largely associated with major colonial ports (Bombay, Colombo, Singapore, Shanghai). 28 These ports become centres of settler diffusion and ecological change, transports hubs configuring steam and steel, energy depots, 'information ports' and communication portals, fortified and militarised sites of surveillance, nodes of smuggling and shadow economies. They functioned as funnels of 'concentrated exchange', through which religious, secularising and other intellectual influences flow, creating 'invisible empires' of colonised intellectual activity around and between port cities. 29 However, as sites with pre-imperial histories, these ports carried traces of their former lives through architecture, modes of trade, and forms of labour organisation.
Durban and Cape Town may seem entirely colonial inventions, yet they were equally sites where European authority encountered older Indian Ocean and African forms of association, sociality, labour organisation and trade. The articles demonstrate ways in which the colonial state takes shape at this fault-line, attempting to govern labour migration on land as much as on sea.
The articles by Kaarsholm and Dhupelia-Mesthrie are both located firmly in the port itself and illuminate this as a mode from which modes of governance are pioneered. Building on his current work on 'Zanzibaris' in Durban, Preben Kaarsholm investigates the office and workings of the Protector of Indian Immigrants, under whose authority a range of migrant groups fell: freed slaves, indentured labourers, migrant workers from Mozambique and forced labourers. Despite the Protector being a key figure in shaping colonial governance and categories of race, there has been virtually no work done on this seminal office. Kaarsholm outlines the establishment of the institution in the early 1870s and how it drew on precedents from other parts of the world, including the Protector of Slaves in Cape Town -a point that highlights shared expertise between these two port cities. The position of Protector in Natal was established at a time when indentured labour from India to Natal had temporarily been halted, and the first 'wards' of the Protector were a relay of freed slaves, mostly taken from northern Mozambique. Kaarsholm delineates the extensive and paternalistic powers that the Protector exercised over his subjects, and how the office was designed to create legitimacy for the colonial state by differentiating the 'enlightened' post-abolition labour practices of the British empire as opposed to those of the Portuguese or Boers. Through his office, he articulated and invented various racial, labour and religious categories by juxtaposing different groups and categories of governance.
Dhupelia-Mesthrie, a pioneer scholar of immigration regulation, focuses on the port of arrival as an analytical node. 30 As she indicates, this vantage point illuminates a new set of characters and points of view, shifting our attention from older historiographical concerns with the place of origin and ethnicity of immigrants towards a larger global view, which brings immigrants from around the world into the picture. Within this frame, she adopts a biographical method, looking at those who peopled the state apparatus, in this case the civil servant Clarence Wilfrid Cousins, who served more than a decade of a long government career as an immigration officer.
Based on official and private papers, this article captures a multi-dimensional view of Cousins: 'hard-working civil servant, Bible class teacher, choir master and organist, history examiner, woodwork enthusiast and cat killer' (he exterminated stray kittens). Born to Protestant missionaries in Madagascar, he was educated in England but moved to Cape Town, which offered greater opportunities. Raised in a Victorian environment (with a largely absent father), Cousins' life was marked by system and conscientiousness, a talent that he honed in his immigration work, where he designed or adapted much of the paperwork, forms, writing tests and regulations that governed entry and exit from Cape Town. These procedures were constantly tightened to screen out all those who were not white, were imperfectly white, or were disabled: undesirable Portuguese, 'scarcely European' Madeirans, 'weedly-looking' Greeks, those who were 'degenerate or half-imbecile', 'lunatics', paupers, consumptives, and 'wily Orientals', against whom Cousins waged a particular battle and for whom he designed special registration forms, which required thumbprints and photographs. His 'cleaning up' of the stray kittens was one instance writ small of this greater desire to remove 'undesirables' from society. As Dhupelia-Mesthrie points out, this logic prepared the ground in which segregation and apartheid took root.
As Andrew MacDonald's early work on Durban as a port has demonstrated, the attempts to police entry and exit from this entrepot need to be bracketed with the rich scholarship on the 'Durban system', a set of measures designed to police urban space and manage the multi-racial lumpenproletariat of the city. As MacDonald elegantly shows, this story of labour control on land needs to be joined up with 'immigrants queueing at the harbour mouth' and the increasing militarisation and fortification of the architecture of the port itself 31 -or, to use the phrasing in his article, the 'logic of the compound' meets that of the 'port of exit'.
MacDonald's work on the social histories of border and border-making forms parts of a larger historiography on global migrations and their shaping of modern ideas of borders, sovereignty and citizenship. It demonstrates that a view from the border reveals the 'fictions of state building' and the porousness of the state in the face of smuggling, shadow economies, piracy and 'illegal' immigration. This view of the leaky state intersects with recent work on the bureaucratic, regulatory and identification procedures of government, which make evident its contradictory and vainglorious impulses.
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MacDonald's article in this collection extends these themes by focusing on the intersection of the centuries-old gold trade from present-day Zimbabwe to South Asia and the emergence of industrial gold mining on the Rand. In a well-known Indian Ocean theme, this older trade adapted itself to new colonial structures and enabled gold to be smuggled out of the mining centres of the Rand. As he demonstrates, the pre-colonial trade had depended on an extended lattice of 'co-operative networking', involving peasant producer, porter, middleman, merchant, sailor. The new gold network drew on some of this older personnel but added new ones, creating a polyglot cast of picaresque 'rascals' who smuggled amalgam, gold coin and jewellery from Durban, Lourenço Marques and Beira to a range of Indian Ocean destinations mainly in British India but including some in southeast Asia. In a method that would do the material turn in transnational history proud, MacDonald ingeniously traces the different methods for sourcing, smelting and smuggling amalgam, as well as other sources of gold. As he shows, the state's response was generally flat-footed, and its increased surveillance methods proved only fitfully effective. Like all transnational work, these articles draw on a wide range of archival sources dispersed across numerous sites. Works that draw on archives across national boundaries succeed in making connections between histories and places that are otherwise not seen as connected. This is particularly seen in the contributions of Anderson, Harries and MacDonald in this issue. Authors also attempt to work with and against 'the archival grain' by juxtaposing different kinds of archival sources, and thereby penetrate the 'inaccessibility of archives', which Ann Laura Stoler has identified as lying in 'the principles that organised colonial governance and the "common sense" that underwrote what were deemed political issues and how those issues traveled by paper through the bureaucratic pathways of the colonial administration'. 33 Worden gains new understanding of Cape slavery, placing private estate and household documents alongside Dutch East India Company records, and Harries draws on new knowledge on the Portuguese and French Indian Ocean slave trade recently obtained despite the deliberate destruction of archival records. 34 Kaarsholm obtains glimpses of insight into the subaltern lives of 'liberated Africans' and indentured labourers through records of court cases and colonial scandals unsuccessfully hushed up, and Dhupelia-Mesthrie breaks through the respectable facade of immigration administration by adding perspectives of personal and family biography.
Dhupelia-Mesthrie has argued elsewhere that South African archival collections and systems of registration bear all the hallmarks of segregation. These lead to segregated histories, and the challenge for the historian is to overcome the way in which these segregated archival collections produce knowledge that reinforces segregation. It is no longer enough for the historian to read the archive for a social history of its segregated subjects; the historian needs to break the walls and boundaries of these very archives.
The articles in this issue make some contribution to what she calls the 'crumbling of archival walls'.
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Oceanic Biographies
In her recent work Muslim Cosmopolitanism in the Age of Empire, Seema Alavi speaks of 'biography as the archive for writing world history'. 36 The biographical method that several articles use here is one that has come to characterise much southern African studies' work on the Indian Ocean. No doubt because of its strong social history underpinning, southern African work on the Indian Ocean has produced a rich vein of scholarship which we might term 'Indian Ocean careering', drawing on Lambert and Lester's terms 'imperial careering'. 37 Several articles rely on biography wholly or in part, outlining the figures who made careers in and across the Indian Ocean, whether the immigrant official, Cousins (discussed by Dhupelia-Mesthrie), the gold smuggler Hira Naran (in MacDonald's article), or Protector of Indian Immigrants Murdoch McLeod (in Kaarsholm's article). Indeed, MacLeod, as Kaarsholm indicates, had, like many other figures in the Natal colonial state, a military background, having served in various Indian campaigns.
Goolam Vahed's article continues in this tradition and tracks the many lives of Moosa Hajee Cassim, merchant, property baron, ship owner, mosque builder, philanthropist, political leader. Cassim was a 'passenger' Indian, and Vahed uses his life story to illuminate the source difficulties associated with studying this community, but also how recently discovered material is revising the social profile of this group. The article also contributes to a growing body of work on travellers into the Indian Ocean world, disrupting the image of a one-way movement from South Asia to southern Africa.
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While Cassim came from Porbandar, he maintained two homes and moved constantly between Natal and Gujarat. The article illuminates the particular demands and talents required to maintain such a transnational domestic life and career. Initially a partnership among five brothers, Cassim's business empire sprawled across Porbandar, Durban, the Orange Free State (briefly, before Asians were expelled) and Mozambique. Like many Indian Ocean traders, he was permanently itinerant, mastering the art of getting and passing on information, the prime commodity of merchant networks. 39 Anne Bang, in a paper presented at the workshop but not included here, 40 examines another type of mobile biography, this time of itinerant Muslim intellectuals, often travelling da'wa scholars who brought 'ocean-born' reform-oriented versions of Islam to port cities, where they were trumped by local religious practices. These travelling scholars form part of the world created by steam and print, which, as a recent collection indicates, 'enabled Muslims to redefine the geographies they inhabited, on both the concrete and conceptual levels', through 'steam-driven' Muslim reform movements. 41 and less-than-human (wind, sea, current, thermodynamics, plankton)?
45 From a variety of disciplines, scholars have started to explore these questions.
One important intervention in these debates has come from literary scholars, who have used narratives of the sea as a way of thinking about oceanic ontologies. From shipwreck narratives onwards, stories of the sea enact a radical sense of catastrophe that splinters the known world and its common-sense epistemologies. Or, as Leslie Eckel notes in her discussion of Atlantic literature and the 'global chaosmos', sea narratives can position us 'on "the edge of knowledge", facing the incomprehensible and the theoretically impossible'. 46 By paying attention to what the ocean does in narrative, such studies raise questions about the impossible ontologies of the ocean and how these destroy any systems designed to make sense of them.
The articles by Meg Samuelson and Charne Lavery grapple with these questions, and, in an amphibian move, take us both offshore and underwater. Samuelson considers the long arc of representations of the Cape-as-port, framed by three recurring tropes: Hoerikwaggo or 'SeaMountain', the Khoikhoi name for Table Mountain , a place in which land and sea interact; 'Cape of Storms', whose rounding proved so tempestuous; and the imperially optimistic 'Cape of Good Hope'. At the centre of these configurations sits Adamastor, the figure who erupts in Luís Vaz de Camões's Os Lusíadas (1572; trans. The Lusiads). In much literary scholarship, Adamastor has been interpreted from a land perspective, and is seen as representing the Cape, or at times the whole continent. Samuelson, by contrast, interprets this figure from offshore, seeing him as a 'figure of the maritime imagination rather than as an allegory of the Cape -or the continent -in fundamental opposition to the ocean'.
Samuelson traces the disappearing horizon of the sea during the apartheid era, as 'the poetics of ports and passages fade as attention is directed inward to the nationalist struggle'. Post-apartheid, several writers re-introduce the sea, 'that player on the Cape stage which is so readily overlooked', to use novelist Dan Sleigh's formulation. These texts 'revisit the origins and aftermaths of segregation and creolisation in the early Cape', and re-introduce maritime themes into the narrative of South Africa. Throughout the article, Samuelson develops an amphibian mode of reading, tracking between land and sea, avoiding the binary opposition established between the two. She also pays close attention to what the sea is doing in each text, tracing its currents, still zones, pounding and booming.
Charne Lavery discusses sea literature of a different type, namely novels dealing with the Indian Ocean underworld of drugs, terror and smuggling, a maritime sub-genre of crime fiction that has burgeoned in post-apartheid South Africa. The article returns us to earlier themessmuggling, shadow economies and the porous state -while exploring the fictional traces of these networks in the 20th and 21st centuries. Lavery examines two crime novels, one set in Durban, the other in Cape Town. The former imagines the city as 'a meeting-point of numerous overlapping and criss-crossing lines of illegal migration, terrorism and espionage … in which Durban is a convenient port and point of access into the rest of continental Africa'. The latter novel deals with abalone smuggling between Cape Town and Taipei. As Lavery notes, this novel takes us underwater: 'The idea of the underworld can in this sense also be extended to the undersea … in this case, fish, molluscs and other kinds of oceanic life forms'.
This engagement with the 'undersea' has recently been discussed by Lindsay Bremner in an article, 'Fluid Ontologies in the Search for MH370', which tracked the search for a Malaysian airliner. The article uses the international search operation for the airline in the Indian Ocean as an occasion to speculate on remote and deep ocean space, 'a privileged, if tragic, moment
